
The industry employs a number of tactics to influence governments in order to ensure that its bottom line is protected. 
Examples of such tactics are as follows:

 • Following Julia Gillard’s election in 2010, Independent MP Andrew Wilkie promised his support for the minority 
Labor Government. One of his conditions was poker machine reform. Clubs NSW responded with a dedicated and 
multifaceted counter-attack that included influencing the recommendations in the Ministerial Expert Advisory 
Group on Gambling, targeting marginal seats, providing political donations to industry friendly ALP MPs, and 
setting up an ‘astroturf ’ campaign arguing that the proposed legislation was “un-Australian”. These efforts undoubt-
edly resulted in a significant watering down of Wilkie’s original proposals, which almost completely disappeared 
when the Liberals came into power.1 2

 • The industry makes sizeable donations to political parties. In 2015-16, the gambling industry declared A$1,294,501 
in donations to Australian political parties.3 

 • It is reported that, with Australian Hotels Association donations, Mr Andrews received $90,000 in total donations 
from gambling industry lobby groups, including ClubsNSW.4 Although Mr Andrews denied a connection between 
the money and his final policy proposals, many questioned why Clubs NSW donated to Mr Andrews when his 
electorate was over 700 km away in Victoria.5

 • Another form of influence is the employment of former politicians into key positions in the gambling industry, for 
example: 

 » Former Labor senator Stephen Conroy was appointed Head of Responsible Wagering Australia in 2016.

 » Former NSW Premier Barry O’Farrell was appointed CEO of Racing Australia in 2016. 

 » Former chief-of-staff to Tony Abbott, Peta Credlin, works for James Packer’s Consolidated Press Holdings, 
which owns a major share of gambling giant Crown. 

 » Former NSW Senator Helen Coonan continues to be a board member of Crown. 

 » Former ALP National Secretary Karl Bitar and former Senator Mark Arbib both work for Crown as 
government relations specialists6
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